


We are truly grateful for each of you joining us tonight.  Without the
support of friends like you, the work of CMSS and  Prelude Preschool
would not be possible.  Your commitment to our mission, changing
lives through music, has enabled CMSS to deepen and broaden our

work across the community.



 Each year our Spring Gala celebrates our successes and inspires a bold
vision for the future.  Our commitment to excellence and access for all
—and a belief in the power of music to educate, inspire and transform
lives— is as important today as it was when the school began in 1983. 

 Thank you for helping us to dream boldly and accomplish the work
that lies ahead.  We are so pleased you are sharing this evening with

us.  





Community Music School of Springfield
127 State Street, Springfield MA  01103  

413-732-8428








Bid on our silent auction at
 www.accelevents.com/e/CMSSgala



Silent Auction items and experiences include…

MGM Hotel Stay & Dinner at The Chandler Steakhouse

Broadway Gift Certificate

Double Edge Theatre Summer Spectacle

Elements Massage

Wittnauer and Orient Watches

Gift Certificates to wonderful local restaurants

Handmade Greeting Cards by Mary Ellen Miller

Crafting at Snow Farm

Classes from NYC League of Kitchens

... and many more!




Bid on our Live Auction items starting at 7:30pm



Thank you to our generous auction donors. Gala proceeds

support CMSS’ financial aid and scholarship programs.







6:00pm  Musical performance by Christopher Baymon, pianot; Jayce
Baymon, bass; Kevaughn Brown, drums

6:30pm Musical performance by Chestina Thrower, vocals; with Steve
Moser, pianist



7:00pm  Welcome, Joel Vengco, CMSS Board President & Eileen
McCaffery, CMSS Executive Director 

7:10pm      CMSS Excellence Awards 

Community Awards: Andrew Cade and Azell Cavaan

CMSS Faculty Award: Marineh Kirakoysan 

Tribute by Charmaine Liu, piano; S.Prokofiev Piano Sonata no.3 op.28

7:25pm  2023 Retrospective - Eileen McCaffery & Gladys Mbugua

Javelin Parra, vocals; performs with Steve Moser, pianist

7:30pm   Live Auction, Jay Therrien, Auctioneer

8:00pm - 9:30pm  -  Musical Performance by Misty Blues

           

 CMSS 2023 Spring Gala Livestream          

Schedule of Events





Thank you for another year of
beautiful music🎶

Best Wishes to the Community
Music School from the

Haberman,Katz and Webber
Families.









Special Thanks to the 2023 Gala Committee



Jay Therrien, Committee Chair

 Robyn Newhouse
James Rosenthal

Shelly-Ann Sankar 
Halina Wiczyk

Gladys Mbugua
Eileen McCaffery
Sierra Simmons




CMSS Board of Directors



Joel Vengco, President 
Waleska Lugo-DeJesús, Vice President 

Janine Idelson, Treasurer
George Arwady

Jean Deliso
 Ellen Freyman
Scott Hanson 

Robyn Newhouse 
Jay Therrien

Gregory Thomas
Henry M. Thomas III

Betsy Ward









2023 CMSS EXCELLENCE AWARDS



Community Excellence Awards















Andrew Cade and Azell Cavaan
Andrew Cade and Azell Cavaan have inspired numerous arts and culture
initiatives throughout Springfield, lifting up artists and celebrating their

contributions to our community. Andrew and Azell have served as
beloved co-MCs for the Annual Springfield Dr. King Day Celebration

helping to advance the importance of arts education in our community.
CMSS is deeply grateful for these amazing community members and are

honored to recognize them with the community excellence awards. 
                                                             

Faculty Excellence Award 















Marineh Kirakosyan
Marineh Kirakoysan has been a cherished faculty member of

CMSS since 2009. She graduated with a bachelor of performing
arts in Yerevan, Armenia and received a Master of Performing

Arts degree in 1993. Marineh began her professional career as a
piano instructor in 1993 at the St. Petersburg Academy of

Music. CMSS is honored to recognize Marineh with this year's
Faculty Excellence Award.



With Thanks to our 2023 Gala Sponsors & Vendors:



Lead Sponsor

PeoplesBank



Melody Sponsors
Baystate Health
Clement Deliso

Deliso Financial and Insurance Services
Flowers, Flowers!

The Haberman, Katz and Webber Families & 
Kittredge Foodservice Equipment

St. Germain Investments



Harmony Sponsors
Bank of America Private Bank

The Collins Companies
Florence Bank     

                             Peerless Handcuff Company                                                          
Pellegrini, Seeley, Ryan & Blakesley, PC

New England Orthopedic Surgeons
UMass Amherst Berthiaume Center for Entrepreneurship



Rhythm Sponsors

Automated Building Systems
The Dowd Agencies

The Gregory Group at Morgan Stanley
The Republican

Shatz, Schwartz, and Fentin, PC
Diane Troderman

Halina Wiczyk and James Rosenthal



Floral Arrangements  by Flowers, Flowers!
Video Production and Livestreaming by Legacy Sounds LLC







