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Faculty 

John Anderson, accompanist, earned his B.A. in Organ and Church Music and Vocal Music Education from Gustavus Adolphus College and his Master’s Degree in Organ and Church Music from Valparaiso University. He serves as a substitute organist and an accompanist for Novi Cantori; performs as a solo organist, and plays bassoon in The Mount Holyoke College Orchestra and the Zephyr Wind Quintet. 

James “Scorpio” Andrews, lyrics, Hip Hop, Community Outreach, is well known to local audiences and has toured extensively with a number of notable artists.  He began Stinger Style Productions in 1998, and Indies Music Service. He teaches Hip Hop in the CMSS “Renaissance” Program as well as community based programs in Springfield and Holyoke. He is also featured on a number of contemporary recordings. 
James Argiro, piano, voice, composition and arranging, received his training at The Hartford Conservatory of Music; UCLA, and at The Institute of Audio Research.  Jim brings more than 5 decades of professional experience in all media, working with top stars, including more than 25 years in Hollywood. Jim is on the music faculty of Westfield State College.

Jason Arnold, drums, Hip Hop, Community Outreach,  has played since he was 6 years old, having studied with his father, CMSS faculty member Billy Arnold.  Jason performs with rhythm and blues and rock groups throughout the northeast.  He teaches Hip Hop in the CMSS “Renaissance” Program and in community Hip Hop programs. 
William Arnold, drums, brings extensive experience playing for the Motown record label with Junior Walker and the All Stars and other rhythm and blues groups.  He has also worked as a studio musician for Rainbow Records.  Billy has performed with Charlie Ventura, Dave Liebman, Kenny Burrell, Teddy Wilson, Zoot Sims, Barney Kessel, Herb Ellis, and the Fifth Division Army Band.  He also performed for President Ronald Reagan in 1988, and is the percussionist for the Young At Heart Chorus.
Ashley Averin, piano, voice, is a graduate of both the University of Connecticut, with a Bachelor of Music Degree, and of Pennsylvania State University with a Master of Arts in Music Theory. Prior to relocating to Western Massachusetts, Ashley taught voice and piano at the Arts Conservatory of Central Pennsylvania, as well as Early Childhood classes, and has widely performed as a soloist and with choral ensembles.

Meghan Beaudry, Suzuki violin and viola, received her Bachelor of Music degree from Purchase College, State University of New York, and is currently completing a graduate music degree at the Hartt School of Music. She performs throughout the greater Hartford area.
Aric Bieganek, early childhood music, began his studies in his native Minnesota before completing a Bachelor of Music Degree in Songwriting at Berklee College of Music. In addition to teaching in the CMSS Prelude Preschool of the Arts, Aric is an active performer and is the founding member of the family music band “The Royal Order of Chords and Keys (R.O.C.K.)”.
Greg Brown, Community Outreach. After mastering the trombone as a youngster, Greg became interested in DJing. He worked at several area radio stations and became Program Director for WNSL Air 107.1.com. He owns his own pre-production studio.

Sue Burkhart, guitar. Sue’s diverse career includes everything from guest performances with the Hartford Symphony to concerts at Northampton’s Iron Horse and Connecticut’s Bushnell.  She has appeared with artists ranging from Adrian Legg and Ani DiFranco to Howard Levy and Trio Globo.  She is a founding member of the Connecticut Classical Guitar Society and has numerous television and radio appearance credits.  Sue is also on the music faculty at Wesleyan University and has released several CD recordings featuring her rock band Superkart and her roots/blues/folk duo Ameri-mf-cana.
Ray Chaput, guitar, audio engineering, owns a recording studio and can frequently been seen recoding CMSS events. He is the founding guitar player for the band, Janet Ryan and Straight Up, and has written and produced many songs for the band’s CDs. Ray has played and toured with bands for more than 20 years.

Shanta Cortez-Greig, early childhood music, guitar, is a graduate of Wesleyan College where she studied music and philosophy. Shanta won recognition as the best Singer-Songwriter in the Pioneer Valley in 2008 and performs widely throughout the region. She has extensive experience in working with young children as well as with older children and youth. She has also lived in many different countries throughout the world and brings her international living experiences to her CMSS teaching.
James Daggs, acoustic bass, electric bass, brings more than 20 years of performance experience to his students. Trained in the Simandal method, Jim is also the music director at Anointed Tabernacle in Connecticut, and works with Sisters Group “Jazzage”.
Raymond Dandurand, percussion, holds a Master of Music Degree in Percussion Performance from the University of Illinois and a Bachelor’s from UMass/Amherst. He teaches music at Central High School in Springfield. He frequently performs with several orchestras and ensembles.

Rebecca Eldredge, bassoon, piano, Children’s Chorus Coordinator, received her Bachelor of Music degree from the University of Lowell and her Master of Music Degree from the University of New Hampshire.  She and currently performs with the Vermont Symphony Orchestra and Opera North teaches at Smith and Amherst Colleges. 

Kevin Fontaine, banjo, mandolin, 

New to the CMSS faculty this year, Kevin is a multi-talented musician with a love for Irish music. 
Krzysztof Gadawski, violin, viola, gradated from the Frederic Chopin Academy in Krakow, Poland, and later was a student of famed violin professor Tibor Varga. He performed extensively throughout Europe before immigrating to the United States where he received an Artist Diploma from the Hartt School of Music. He is an active member of both the Hartford and Springfield Symphony Orchestras.

Jeanette Ghareeb, piano, has more than 30 years’ teaching experience including the Juilliard School Preparatory Division and the Preparatory Division of Manhattan School of Music. She holds a B.S. Degree from the Juilliard School and an M.A. from Columbia University.

Alla Goldman, piano, received her B.A. from Baku Music College, USSR. Alla has 28 years of experience teaching theory and piano in elementary and high school in Russia and the U.S. She also teaches general music at the Yeshiva Academy, Longmeadow, and serves as guest organist at Temple Beth El, Springfield.

James Gustafson, viola, violin, Coach, Linda L. Yamamoto Honors Ensemble, holds a B.M. from Northwestern University and a Master of Music Degree from Ball State University. Jim performed as a member of the Charlotte Symphony and the Grand Rapids Symphony from 1977-1980.  He is currently a member of both the Springfield Symphony Orchestra and the Hartford Symphony Orchestra.

Carol Hutter, violin, viola, Suzuki violin, piano, studied at the New England Conservatory of Music and has been a member of the CMSS faculty since its opening. She holds a Master of Music Degree from UMass/Amherst and a B.A. in Music from SUNY/Binghamton.  She pursued Suzuki training at the Ithaca Suzuki Institute and Hartt School of Music.  She currently performs with the Springfield Symphony Orchestra and the Bel Canto Chamber Players. 

Bruce Johnson, voice, guitar, piano, received his B.A. in Music Degree from Oberlin College, and a M.Ed. from Springfield College.  He has been a professional singer, guitarist, and songwriter for more than 30 years. Bruce is the music director of the folk singing quartet, Rising Tide. 

Jennifer Kass, music therapy, graduated from Clark University with a B.A. in Music and earned a M.A. in Music Therapy at Lesley University. She is certified by the Board of Music Therapists. In addition to her work as a music therapist, Jen is also a visual artist and photographer.

Katie Kennedy, cello, is a graduate of Oberlin College and studied cello at the Franz Liszt Academy of Music, Hungary.  Katie has participated in numerous summer festivals and cello competitions including Tanglewood, both in the US and in Europe. 

Marineh Kirakosyan, piano, a native of Armenia, has a graduate music degree in music performance from the Yerevan Komitas State Conservatory in Armenia. She has performed extensively as a piano soloist and as a choral director both in Russia and throughout the northeast US.  
Martha Knieriem, violin, viola, Director, String City and String Theory Chamber Orchestra, received her B.M. from the University of North Carolina, attended the Eastman School of Music and completed her Master’s Degree in Viola Performance at Ithaca College.  Since 1981 Marty has been an instructor of Suzuki and traditional violin and viola.  She is a member of the Hartford Symphony Orchestra.

Boris Kogan, cello, arrived in Springfield from Lenigrad, Russia in 1992.  He has made an impact on the music scene in the Pioneer Valley and beyond with recitals at Springfield’s Christ Church Cathedral, Yale University, and Carnegie Hall. Boris was the assistant principal cellist with the famed Lenigrad Symphony, and a respected teacher and solo performer in the former Soviet Union.  Boris is a member of the Springfield Symphony Orchestra.

Ethel Lee, jazz vocal coach, was born in Alabama and has been singing since she was a small child. A graduate of A & M University in Huntsville, AL, Ethel was the first female and first African-American police officer hired in West Springfield, MA. She retired in 2003 to focus exclusively on her singing career. After appearing with a number of area performers, she formed her own Ethel Lee Ensemble and has performed widely ever since.
Patrick Lennon, trumpet, is a graduate of Westfield State College with a B.A. in Music Education. He is the Easthampton High School Band Director and frequently performs with area jazz ensembles.

Kirsten Hadden Lipkens, oboe, English horn, is a graduate of the Eastman School of Music with a Master of Music from the Yale University School of Music. In addition to performing orchestral and chamber music throughout this area and beyond, she also teaches oboe at Smith College.
Joan Marcil, voice, piano, received her B.M. in Performance from Lowell State College and her Master of Music from the Boston Conservatory of Music.  She was a voice therapist with the McClosky Voice Therapy Clinic and is currently Choir Director at St. George Cathedral, Springfield.  Joan was a founding member of Opera Works, a non-profit organization that brought opera to schools and the general public.  

Ed Mari, saxophone, clarinet, studied at the New England Conservatory of Music; Springfield Institute of Music, and well as with private instructors. He has been performing since the age of 13 with such varied groups as wind ensemble, big bands, small groups in theaters, and in concert and at jazz festivals.  

Rick Marshall, drums, has been a force on the Springfield music scene for more than 30 years.  He has toured the country with Matt “Guitar” Murphy of the Blues Brothers fame, and played and recorded internationally with numerous renowned musical groups. Rick teaches drumming and drumming history, leads drumming workshops throughout New England.

Richard Matteson, Choral Director, is a graduate of the Hartt School of Music with a major in organ and liturgical music and a minor in voice and vocal conducting. He served as organist/choir director at a number of Hartford, CT, churches for 50 years. He is currently Minister of Music at First Congregational Church, Amherst and accompanist for the South Hadley Chorale.
Ann-Marie Messbauer, violin, viola, fiddle, is well versed in both classical and folk genres. She has a B.A. in Music from Boston University, and performs widely with the group Three of Cups, a duo specializing in traditional music from the British Isles and the United States.

James Messbauer, trombone, Coach, Charles Majid Greenlee Scholarship Jazz Ensemble, is a graduate of the New England Conservatory of Music with a degree in Music Performance, Trombone. Jim has toured extensively and is the co-founder of several Latin and brass groups.
Brianne Miers, Music Therapy, is a Board Certified Music Therapist and a graduate of Anna Maria College. She is proficient on guitar, piano and voice.
Mary Ellen Miller, clarinet, shakuhachi, received her B.S from Boston University, B.A from the University of Massachusetts, and her M.A from Harvard University.  Mary Ellen studied shakuhachi with Seizan Nakajima of the Tozan School in Sapporo, Japan.  She performs regularly throughout New England and Japan on both the clarinet and shakuhachi and teaches at the Smith College Campus School.

Steve Moser, piano, has studied classical piano, theory and composition privately for 15 years.  He also studied at the Eastman School of Music and majored in music at the African American and Jazz Department at the UMass/Amherst.   Steve has performed his compositions on such notable television shows as NBC’s “Today Show” and ABC’s “Home Show”, and sells recordings of his music nationally and internationally.  Steve continues to perform jazz and pop music in various live venues throughout the Connecticut Valley.

Ross Novgrad, saxophone, clarinet, flute, attended the Eastman School of Music and graduated from the Manhattan School of Music.  Ross plays a wide variety of musical styles that includes jazz, Latin, klezmer and classical music. He is currently a Conn-Selmer performing artist and clinician.
Marcus Pitts, gospel piano, conga drums, studied extensively with two local piano teachers and learned a great deal by performing in area churches. He is the Minister of Music at St. John’s Congregational Church, Springfield, as well as a visual artist.

Kavan Rambukwelle, violin, viola, piano, received his B.F.A. in Music from SUNY/Purchase and his Master in Music from the University of Notre Dame. Kavan has extensive performance experience in solo and chamber music in Massachusetts, New Mexico, New York and his native Sri Lanka.

Ellen Redman, flute, Irish flute, tin whistle, has a Master of Music Degree in Music Performance from the Manhattan School of Music and an undergraduate degree from the Philadelphia College of Performing Arts. She performs widely with the BlackSheep Band, and has been a member of the Springfield Symphony Orchestra since 1985. Ellen has appeared with the Boston Symphony Orchestra, Berkshire Bach, and numerous regional groups.  
Wayne Roberts, acoustic bass, electric bass, was born in Los Angeles, CA. He holds a Bachelor’s degree from the New England Conservatory of Music and a Master’s degree from the Julliard School.  Since 1998, Wayne has been performing with his Wayne Roberts Sextet, for which he has transcribed 55 instrumental arrangements and received worldwide acclaim.  For the past three years, Wayne has been living, teaching, and performing regularly in both Western Mass. and NYC. 
Jana Ros, piano, accompanist, graduated from the National Music College of the Ukraine and studied classical piano with Alexandr Michailov, winner of the Tchaikovsky Piano Competition, and teaching methods with Tatiana Nickolaeva. She has performed as soloist and accompanist for the State Music Theatre and Philharmonic Society and has more than 25 years of teaching experience. She currently serves as organist and Minister of Music for the Asbury United Methodist Church, Bristol, CT, and as accompanist for the Gerena School in Springfield.

Janet Ryan, voice, piano, composition, songwriting, received her B.S. Degree in Speech Education from Northwestern University and studied musical performance as an undergraduate at Wheaton College. Janet is certified in Kodaly, levels I and II, from the Hartt School of Music. She currently teaches music at Deerfield Elementary School. She has been a performing singer for more than 30 years and has been teaching many different styles of music for 18 years.
Elaine Saloio Szlosek, flute, chamber music, has been Adjunct Profession of Flute at Westfield State College since 1996. She is a graduate of the New England Conservatory of Music where she earned her Master of Music degree in Flute Performance. Elaine is on the music faculty of Westfield College. She frequently appears as a soloist and in chamber music ensembles throughout New England.

Scott Sasanecki, guitar, received his B.M. from Rutgers University, Mason Gross School of the Arts in New Brunswick, New Jersey. He also studied at Rutgers University under the tutelage of Ted Dunbar, Kenny Barron, Larry Ridley, Ralph Bowen, Bobby Thomas and William Fielder. He teaches music at the Sabis International Charter School.

Sofya Shainskaya, piano, earned her M.M. at Tashkent Conservatory, Russia. Sofya has been teaching and performing for four decades and was an accompanist for the Olympic gymnastics team and for theater, opera, and ballet performances in Russia. She also accompanied the famed Glinka Vocal Competition, and taught at the Leningrad College of Music before immigrating to the United States. She is currently the organist and Minister of Music at St. Barnabus Church, Springfield.

Montenia Shider, vocal coach, is one of the area’s leading jazz vocalists.  She has performed in jazz clubs and concert halls across the United States and Europe, and is the proprietor of Montenia’s, a restaurant featuring comfort food and jazz in downtown Springfield. 

Michele Smith, piano, sight singing, received her music degrees from Smith College and the Eastman School of Music, focusing on piano and organ. She teaches and plays piano, organ and directs the Paradise City Singers in Northampton. 

Felice Swados, harp, piano, received her B.A. from Sarah Lawrence College and her Master of Music Degree from the Manhattan School of Music.  She is also on the faculty of Smith College.

Joe Velez, Latin piano and guitar, is considered one of the primary exponents of Latin Jazz in Western Massachusetts.  Joe is a gifted pianist, composer, and arranger and has played extensively throughout New England with many major Latin ensembles.

Sharon Wayne, guitar, Suzuki guitar, is an active soloist, chamber musician and teacher of classical guitar. She is a graduate of the University of Southern California with both Bachelor and Master’s Degrees in Classical Guitar Performance, and is certified as a Suzuki teacher. She has taught extensively both in California and Massachusetts.

Margo Whitt, Director, Prelude Preschool of the Arts, studied classical piano at Stanford University and at the University of Texas/San Antonio, and privately with Myrna Von Nimitz. Margo received her formal education and academic degrees from Stanford University and the University of Texas Southwestern Medical School. Margo is licensed as an Early Childhood Director.
Ralph Whittle III, jazz piano, is a graduate of American International College. Ralph is currently also on the faculty of Holyoke Community College and plays extensively throughout the community and beyond.

Laura Williams, Choral Director, hold B.S. and B.A. Degrees in Music from UConn. She received her Master of Music Degree from UConn and her Kodaly certification from the Hartt School of Music, University of Hartford. She also teaches music and choral music in Granby, MA.
